26                      NAPOLEON III

would have involved the use of force against the
doubtful troops, and the prince had insisted upon
persuasion in preference to violence - the Beau-
harnais had overruled, and foiled, the Bonaparte
in him. Even then, the attempt might still have
gained its object had Louis Napoleon risen to the
occasion with some fiery exhortation to the
infantrymen. As it was, the reception accorded
to him by this regiment was doubtful. Some
cheered feebly; others murmured ; the majority
stood silent, unable to make head or tail of what
was afoot, whilst some of the officers were fever-
ishly endeavouring to rally their men against the
conspirators. Fate hung in the balance. One
stirring appeal, one martial gesture, one cry to
recall the glories of Austerlitz and Jena, and the
day might well have been won. But the prince
seemed lifeless. In vain his lieutenants strove to
arouse enthusiasm. At the critical moment an
officer yelled out to the men that this was no
Bonaparte but an impostor, the nephew of the
ambitious Colonel Vaudrey. This swung round
against Louis Napoleon even those who had been
inclined to rally to his banner. There was a scuffle,
some blows were exchanged between the fac-
tions, and the prince and his supporters were
arrested. Drama had dwindled into farce. The
whole adventure had lasted less than three
hours.